
Implementation Presentation

Training Voice Writers/Respeakers in the U.S.



Topics for Today’s Presentation

My experience providing CART/caption live streams resulting in the 
development of the CAPplus online training program;

Structure of modules, including components of Deaf culture, Grammar usage, 
Dragon v. 15.3.

How students proceed through course, passing quizzes and exercises while 
building their stamina, vocabulary, accuracy and speed.

Why do we use a CAT program to augment the SRE's (Speech Recognition 
Engine) to address SRE shortcomings.

Using the CAT program to provide accurate translation and manipulation of 
words and phrases.

How I developed my theory and studied the grammatical model of the SRE’s 
while pairing with English language.

Why I developed a course that addresses the vast majority of people who 
want to learn to respeak.  (In the past only court reporters wanting to 

transition to caption/CART were employable)

The inclusion of prefix and suffix rules to augment accuracy.

Equals = Captioners ready to work after completion of course using same 
methods and software which  minimizes technical issues.
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Voice Writing – How it Has Evolved

Dragon v. 3.5 –used in 

courtroom setting 

without CAT system.

 Creating notes and lists of words and phrases;

 Develop prefix and suffix rules;

 Develop method for homonyms;

 Speech Patterns and English. 

 Using different patterns of speech, high pitch, low, deep 

voice.

 Dragon’s SRE
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https://d.docs.live.net/86bcbe32dd516110/Documents/ISLA%20Seminar/Slide%20Resources/Slide_3.gif


FCC Caption 
Guidelines

• Accurate: Captions must match the spoken words in 
the dialogue and convey background noises and 
other sounds to the fullest extent possible.

• Synchronous: Captions must coincide with their 
corresponding spoken words and sounds to the 
greatest extent possible and must be displayed on 
the screen at a speed that can be read by viewers.

• Complete: Captions must run from the beginning to 
the end of the program to the fullest extent 
possible.

• Properly placed: Captions should not block other 
important visual content on the screen, overlap one 
another or run off the edge of the videoscreen.
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https://www.fcc.gov/consumers/guides/closed-captioning-television


3. What is Voice Writing?

4. What is CART/captioning?

5. Identifying Potential Candidates.
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Course Development
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• Deaf culture – Why Be a Caption Provider?

• Voice Writing – The Fundamentals of Dragon

• Features of SpeechCAT – Why Use A CAT 
System?

• Development of Caption Skills – Listen and 
Repeat Exercises.

• What is CART?

• Development of Technical Skills.

• Final Assessment.
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https://d.docs.live.net/86bcbe32dd516110/Documents/ISLA%20Seminar/3.7_STARTUPDICTIONARY.txt
https://voiceplus.moodlecloud.com/course/view.php?id=6#section-1
https://voiceplus.moodlecloud.com/course/view.php?id=6#section-3
https://captionendeavors.moodle.school/course/view.php?id=10
https://voiceplus.moodlecloud.com/mod/url/view.php?id=254
https://voiceplus.moodlecloud.com/mod/url/view.php?id=254


Introduction to On-Line Learning 
and Deaf Culture
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• Each student learns about Deaf Culture and a 
brief history of captions.

• Course details materials required to be 
successful.

• Resources provided for study.

• Forums to share thoughts, experiences and 
understanding of resources.

• Quiz at the end of module to test 
comprehension of materials provided in 
Lesson I.
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https://voiceplus.moodlecloud.com/course/view.php?id=3#section-1


Introduction to Listen and 
Repeat Techniques

Introduction to Dragon NaturallySpeaking

Set Dragon Options

The Art of Listening and Repeating

Vocabulary Building

Word Stress, intonation

Unspoken syllables

Work on memorization/phrasing skills
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https://voiceplus.moodlecloud.com/mod/url/view.php?id=105


Developing Respeaking Techniques and 
Assessing Candidates

Practice

Begin with standard vocabulary;

Learn the proper correction method;

Build memory skills;

Short audio drill practice dictated by myself;

Observation by each candidate of potential 
mistranslates;

Achieve

Develop vocabulary through course of program;

Increases accuracy;

Better control of phrases and punctuation as 
well as speed;

Development of beginning and ending sounds;

Develop good respeaking techniques by 
identifying  SRE challenges;

1/10/2020 By:  Christine Ales 9



Practicum Skill Building is More Than Listening and Repeating

Skill Building

Researching for 
shows and events;

Build Word List 
Repository;

Practice with short 
clips: Weather, 
sports, world news;

Practice with live 
shows via internet;

OutCome
Adding unknown 
words and phrases 
beforehand to 
vocabulary;

Ability to share with 
other providers;

Using real world video 
clips betters prepares 
provider for current 
shows;

Establish baseline 
accuracy score and 
building up to 97% in 
this module;

1/10/2020 By:  Christine Ales 10

https://www.dropbox.com/home/Caption%20Endeavors's%20shared%20workspace/Caption%20Endeavors%20Moodle/LESSON%20IV?preview=Script+Grading+Guidelines.pdf


Modems, Streamtext and Third 
Party Software Used in Delivery of 
Streaming Text
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Standardized list of equipment requirements provided before 
training begins;

Modems – USB vs. External -

• Not all Peripherals are the same, each candidate is provided with links;

TCP/IP connection setup used in iCap;

Streamtext setup used for Zoom, YouTube, Adobe Connect;

https://www.dropbox.com/s/426lzmoy9nosww1/Captioning%20Phone%20Line%20Set%20Up.pdf?dl=0


Learning 
Outcomes
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https://www.screencast.com/t/oL5ssmsUCdLj

